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Sir: 

In compliance with 37 CFR § 1.97, Applicants and other individuals 
associated with the filing or prosecution of this application wish to bring to the attention of 
the Examiner the patents, publications, and other information of which they are aware, listed 
on the attached form PTO-1449, which they believe may be relevant to the examination of 
this application or may be material to patentability and in respect of which there may be a 
duty to disclose in accordance with 37 CFR § 1.56. Applicants respectfully request that the 
Examiner initial the form PTO-1449 after reviewing the pertinence of each reference. 
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Commissioner for Patents, P. O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on the date appearing 
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This Information Disclosure Statement is not an admission that any patent, 
pubHcation, or other information referred to herein is "prior art" for this invention. 

In accordance with 37 CFR § 1.97(h), the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement shall not be construed to be an admission that the information cited in the 
Statement is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as defined in 37 CFR § 1.56(b). 
In accordance with 37 CFR § 1.97(g), the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement 
shall not be construed as a representation that a search has been made. 

Pursuant to 37 CFR § 1.97(b), this Information Disclosure Statement is being 
filed contemporaneously with a Request for Continued Examination. 

Copies of the non-U. S. patent documents that are cited on the attached form 
PTO-1449 are enclosed herewith. 

References "A-F" in the "U.S. Patent Documents" table of the accompanying 
PTO 1449 form are co-pending, commonly owned published U.S. patent applications. 
References B-E correspond to published International applications, which are also listed on 
the accompanying PTO 1449 form. For the Examiner's convenience, the table below lists the 
corresponding US and PCT publications: 



us Publication No. 


International Publication No. 


US 2004-00116404 


WO 02/081435 


US 2004-0082617 


WO 02/081433 


US 2004-0230054 


WO 2004/101538 


US 2004-0230054 


WO 2004/101539 


US 2003-01 14496 


WO 03/018543 



English language abstracts are provided for "Foreign Patent Document" 
reference G (WO 2004/048321), which is in the German language, and references H 
(WO 2005/000798), L (JP 56 025149), M (JP 56 026866) and N (JP 56 026847), which are in 
the Japanese language. 

Reference I in the "Foreign Patent Documents" table (EP 1 466 898) is an 
English language equivalent of Japanese language reference WO 03/055850, which was 
submitted in the Information Disclosure Statement mailed January 23, 2004. 
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Reference J in the "Foreign Patent Documents" table (CA 2 473 374) is an 
English language equivalent of German language reference WO 03/059335, which was 
submitted in the Information Disclosure Statement mailed January 23, 2004. 

Any additional fees required in connection with this submission may be taken 
from Merck Deposit Account No. 13-2755. 



Respectfully submitted. 




MERCK & CO., Inc. 
P.O. Box 2000 

Rahway, New Jersey 07065-0907 
(732) 594-0125 



Date: July 8, 2005 
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